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Speech at the Opening of the Colloquium 
 
Good morning everyone! 
Welcome! 
A very warm welcome to our 23rd colloquium! 
Dear friends, 
 
after the greetings that preceded me, allow me briefly to dwell on our 
European meeting of Christians from a good 15 countries, who have at 
heart the future of parishes in such a fast-changing society.  
 
It was not only the 40th anniversary of the pastoral constitution on the 
Church in the modern world: ‘GAUDIUM ET SPES’ which suggested the 
main theme for this colloquium. 
 
The relationship between God and the world, this, our world, and 
therefore the relationship of Christians with their contemporaries and 
the reality which surrounds them, form the essence of the Christian 
revelation and are through this an integral part of the identity both of 
the Church and of each individual disciple of Christ. 
 
The Evangelist John has passed two concepts of the world on to us. I do 
not want to go deeply into exegetical and theological speculation, but 
what often prevails in our way of viewing and judging is the negative, 
the dark („The darkness, which tries to suffocate and extinguish the 
light“, Jn. 1:5) and certainly the contradictory side of the world, of 
humans and their history. The media put it on daily display for us! 
 
Above the title of our colloquium stands a quotation from Jn. 3:16 from 
the nocturnal discussion between Jesus and the pharisee Nicodemus: 
„For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son...“. 
 
Here again, we would need the exegeses to explain to us the richness 
and depth of this phrase „so loved the world“: the same expression is 
used to describe the trinitarian relationship between the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. 
Now: Exactly this is the measure and the quality of the love of God and 
of His care for the world. So, not a feeling, but a person: in fact God 
gives Himself – in person in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus – to 
mankind. 
 
We too, when we want to give our best, do not give things, objects, but 
ourselves. The world, this world is loved in its reality and its complexity. 
And the name of this love is nothing less than JESUS CHRIST.  
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The sympathy, trust, hope and solidarity with the world of a Council 
that was too quickly forgotten are therefore not the fruit of 
contemporary ways of viewing the world, of the imagination of some 
theologians or of a utopian and irenic ecclesiology but have their strong 
theological foundation in the saving, free and universal love of the God 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
The pastoral consequences are quickly named and practical suggestions 
will certainly come out of the laborious but fruitful co-operation in the 
groups.   
 
First of all an open and friendly glance on the world inhabited and 
endlessly loved by God. 
 
The Spirit, which Jesus with outstretched hands spread across the 
world through his "Passover" inhabits every reality: culture, economy, 
family, the younger generation, science and ... perhaps even politics. 
 
Notwithstanding appearances and contradictions it is up to us to 
discover the presence, and the positive potentiality that this presence 
contains in itself.  
 
The discovery will bring us to the joy of feeling ourselves preceded by 
him, by this applied and real love and will also be a strong injection of 
hope to go back to the task with a new awareness. 
 
I am a Parish Priest and I do not live with my head in the clouds! 
I am very well acquainted with the external and internal difficulties of a 
Christian community. We are living a certainly more complex and often 
more dramatic reality than that of the 60’s in which the 2nd Vatican 
Council was born.  
But this is the time which we have been given. 
And this, and no other, is the world which has been consigned to our 
hands and our hearts.  
 
JOY AND HOPE, gaudium et spes (sic!), are therefore the colours of our 
colloquium which we open together today, in the name of a love greater 
than our strength. 
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