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Pastoral experience: FRANCE 

 

A DIOCESE OF FRANCE: the diocese of RODEZ AND VABRES 

 

285.000 inhabitants: population growth (300,000 inhabitanhts planned for 2020) 

 

Context of significant secularization  in the last 40 years (and secularism ...) 

 

 In 1991: there were 510 priests ----  In 2011: there were 200 priests   

                                                                       

In 2013: 115 priests over 75 years 

                  47 priests under age 75 

                    0 seminarists 

                  23 priests 13 cooperators, 31 auxiliary priests / parishes 

 

      In June 2013, the Priests' Council has decided to support a Social Assistance to help the 

       priests in their ageing, in conjunction with the Diocesan  Mutual Aid for Priests  

       

       Currently 39 lay employees coordinate or animate areas of pastoral life, 

       at a diocesan level and at a regional level (this number will increase rapidly ...) 

       

THE END OF THE PARISHES ...? NO ... 

 It remains "a certain community of the Christian established permanently in the Church, whose 

pastoral care is entrusted to the pastor as its own parson under the authority of the diocesan bishop" 

Can 515 § 1 

             

Parishes: reorganization of parishes on human and pastoral territory from 1997 to 2000:  

 (There are 304 towns in the diocese, there were 432.) 

 In 2000 the diocese decided to create 36 "New Parishes" 

 2013: 23 parishes have a resident priest 

 13 parishes have one priest moderator 

 8 deaneries (decanato) support the inter-parish pastoral solidarity 

 

 FIRST QUESTION: Parish life and its working => Communion 

- The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Can 536 § 1 and 2 

- The Parish Council of Economic Affairs (PSSC) => Solidarity 

- The Animation Team Parish => Sharing Pastoral Charge 

 The importance of good coordination between these parts 

 Need to articulate them at the Parish Pastoral Project 

 redefine the role of the priest:  more coordinator and pastoral guide  than manager: a 

ministry of service ...  

 

SECOND QUESTION: Parish life and Mission 

- The Tria Munera: Announce, Celebrate, Serve Men 

- The parishes without a resident priest: they remain a parish! 

- Towards an itinerant ministry (eg young Churches) 

- The ministry of the generation of a church from the Baptism 

- The constitution and mission of the EAP (a diocesan status,  a Letter 

Mission) 

 

THIRD QUESTION: proximity (the Church among men) 
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- The meaning of the joint celebration of the Faith (celebration of the Word) 

- The specific meaning of the Eucharist Parish 

- Solidarity: the poor, migrants, wounded by life and the Church ... 

  A Council of Solidarity, parish or inter parish connected to Council 

  Diocesan Solidarity 

  410 trained lays for Christian Funeral and Celebration of the work ... 

  150 laity are formed with the mission of EAP and began working 

  - Moderators priests or priests "non-resident on a parish" 

 

 

A FOURTH QUESTION: how many priests at least to make a diocesan Church? 

- There is no"scientific"  answer to this question 

- An indicator: no church - regardless of the number of priests "- without faith of the People 

of God, a celebrated faith, faith in action, one rooted in the Word of God together in the 

Church  

- A pastoral organization with a strong participation of the laity, most volunteers (! 

Baptism), a number of employees (in pastoral leaders in the territories, some pastoral 

diocesan coordinators), but all trained in the mission of the Church and attitudes related to 

this mission, so to a certain spirituality of mission as "charity toward men." 

 


