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Pastoral experience – CATALONIA - ENGLISH 

 

INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE IN DISTRICT "EL RAVAL" 

  

"God bless you." With this greeting, so universal among us, we always started the prayers inter - 

religious. 

This is the daily reality that has led us and lead us to inter - religious dialogue. 

On January 23rd, 2001 began the detention of immigrants "undocumented" in the parish church "del 

Pi" 

On 24th, a small group of those who were confined to "el Pi" knocked our door, the parish of the 

Mother of God " del Carme", they asked to think in religious community, we opened them the 

doors. The support of the parish community has always been very important. 

The whole  people enclosed in the interior of the nave of the Church enriches our parish Eucharistic 

celebrations. Making us realize so close that there were people who were going through difficult 

times,  now we live the Eucharist with more depth. 

Bible readings and prayers took different shades: we made the experience "the new color and 

fragrance of Lent" as well had written Father Jaume Reixac an article in the newspaper "Avui". 

And we experienced the solidarity of several people. 

And we started with these  people unknown until now,  from Pakistan, Morocco, Romania, a cordial 

and narrow  relationship. 

We had to replace the parish living spaces and  put ourselves in some discomfort for the usual 

meetings, missed spaces offered them in our houses. They were in the first place. 

This same reality leads us to share and discuss with other priests from other parishes, Caritas, the 

working Pastorale, etc.. 

After confinements appeared the possibility of an interfaith prayer offered by the Muslims 

themselves initiative. They made two preliminary meetings with imams of  mosques in rue Hospital 

(morocco) and in  the Arc du Théatre (Pakistan). 

It was necessary to start from zero, it was necessary to invent, work together what is the best way to 

meet us to pray together. Respecting us and without creating extreme situations that could cause 

tensions. (We built the church, we put carpet on one side and the other banks, even if it was done 

for the first prayer, other people told us that nothing should change). It was an exercise for the 

internalization of our faith and give value to personal and in common prayer, respecting others 

without the need of arguments, and the most important thing was the meeting of believers united in 

prayer for thanksgiving. 

We started listening to Muslim invocations: "God is the creator of all things. God is infinite 

goodness. God is all-powerful and can do more than we want. There is only one God who is all in 

all. God is Wisdom itself. God, how great you are! God is love and mercy. God is generous 

kindness towards everyone. "The invocation was written in the book,  in Catalan, Arabic, English 

and Urdu. 

The Christian part of the prayer consisted of listening to the text of Leviticus, which says: "When an 

immigrant comes to live with you, in the country, you will not exploit it. Instead, think of it like a 

native, as one of you. " 

 

 Following the Beatitudes we listened and we finished with that litany and we answered "Walk with 

us." Here are a few: 

"Patriarch Abraham, thou who hast set on his way to a country that should belong to you, father of 

many nations. 

Paul of Tars, you who announced the saving power of God to all nations. 

Muhammad, Prophet of Alla, you who stood up an entire people under the flag of one God. 

Joseph de Calassanç, you who have opened your schools to Protestant, Jews and Muslims, you who 

was faithful friend of Galileo when he was misunderstood by the Inquisition. 
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Charles de Foucauld, little brother of all small witness of Jesus in difficult places. 

Jesus, you who have fought for us to be free and that we have learned how to live and how to die. 

Jesus, Son of God. " 

Interreligious prayer performed in the parish church with the Muslims had an answer: more than 

two hundred people. A new road had been started. It should continue with such actions. 

The book of prayer is printed in different languages: Catalan, Spanish, Arabic, Hebrew. 

Now it wasn’t just to say hello while crossing the street, it was to strengthen the friendship and 

mutual understanding. By knowing more about us, get more value for their most significant signs 

such as Friday prayers. For several months, the Community "Camino de la Paz" (The Way of 

Peace) made his prayer in the gym of the Pious Schools of San Antonio, given the lack of space in 

their premises. 

The day of the "Feast of Sacrifice", those who were already ready to go out, invited us to have 

lunch with them; it was prepared by themselves, inviting the people of the parish and volunteers. 

Here are some new signs of brotherhood: to accept the invitation and follow their rituals, eat sitting 

on the ground ... give value to their attitude, their party clothes and be served in an attitude of 

gratitude. 

During Easter, in 2001, they wrote: "We started the season of Lent, fasting, almsgiving and prayer, 

and we walked together with" people 'undocumented', locked in the church, their house and ours, 

for 46 days. 

We prayed together, Muslims and Christians, the one God, creator, infinite goodness, merciful, 

generous ... 

Walkers of Emmaus, we realized that we can know Jesus, the risen, when sharing the bread and 

when we are able to share the bread. " 

Since the days of joint prayer, a group of sub-Saharan asked us to come every Sunday to their 

prayer. Sunday after Sunday, the parish church became for them a place of prayer and meeting. 

Although this means for us the inconvenience of power of the volume of their songs and their 

instruments, all sounds in our church. We continue to keep the attitude of welcome, though. 

The prayers in our parish church " del Carme," continue to be a challenge, a requirement, a clear 

demonstration of our welcoming attitude. A choice. Although there are those who ask, or say, 

questions the fact of interreligious prayer. 

The themes of the prayers were: recognition,. Peace, God is light, Abraham, the friend of God. The 

Word, bridge of  conviviality. Religions and love for our neighbor. United in diversity. Earth, 

common good. The crisis in the different religions.  

Since the second prayer, the scheme has been in chronological order: it is initiated by the Jews, 

followed by the first Christian prayer finally Muslims, they sought to close a community gesture, eg 

light a lamp, shake hands , listen to a song or a melody. During the prayer for Peace, we listened to 

"El cant dels Ocells" ("Birdsong", traditional Catalan song popularized by musician Pau Casals). 

The last prayers, as they took place in December, we have finished them inviting everyone to eat 

wafers, typical Christmas dessert. 

During the second term, March 2002, with the desire to move forward in improving conviviality 

and public relations of the different cultures that live in the neighborhood of Raval, we organized a 

round table in the auditorium of the Ecole Pie de Saint Antoine. The aim was to become better 

known and grow mutual understanding. Developers, we were the "Camino de la Paz" Islamic 

Centre, the Parish Community " del Carme" and the Cultural Association Inb Batuta,  together with 

the coordination of the UNESCO Association for Interreligious Dialogue. 

At the end of the year, in June 2002, we organized a party with a first part in the Hall of Raval, 

where each group -  from Catalonia, Colombia, the Philippines, Morocco, Pakistan - we made 

songs, melodies, dances ... Finally, in the courtyard of the school, we shared food and drink in each 

country. 

We began a new year, and now prayer brings us again. We must thank the experience of Ramadan, 

the time of hope of Advent Christian Christmas and the Jewish celebration of "Hanukkah" (festival 
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of light). We chose the theme "United under the same sky" and "God is light." We also want to 

continue to strengthen our bonds of conviviality and solidarity. December 2002. 

The experience of these three moments – prayer, roundtable, party - appears positive, we want to 

repeat it. The daily reality requires us to encourage spaces of mutual understanding. 

In 2003,  March:  roundtable on the theme "Women"; There were five women: a Pakistani, a 

Moroccan, a Catalan, one of Philippines, a Hispanic American. 

During the theme "The Word,  bridge of  conviviality”, our" Word Christian "was the Parable of the 

Sower and we commented saying," The good seed has been entrusted to us, sown. We want it to 

grow and it bears fruit ... and, perhaps, an unexpected result like this to see us praying together. " 

At the end of this prayer, as a collective action, after listening to the word of the Torah of the 

Koran, together we all sang or listened to a text by Saint Gregory of Nazianze in which everyone 

could find himself. 

"There are not enough rich hymn to praise you, no words to say to you, no idea to express yourself, 

Thou source of every word and every thought. What name do I give to you, that have all the names 

but for which no name is pretty appropriate for you nominate yourself? ". 

Since the second prayer, which had been attended by Jews, Christians and Muslims, we determined 

that our prayers are led by the holy books: Torah, Bible and Koran. Each prayers or meetings is 

preceded by two or three meetings where we seek meaning, content, or collective own signs that 

will take place at the end of the prayer, and the diffusion that needs to be done. 

Although the various beliefs,  we try to do our best to become nearer each other, rather than let 

them separate us. 

 The space of dialogue between Raval’s religions, wasn’t  the meetings for doctrinal discussions, 

but the prayer made by each group within a common act, listening or singing the "Word "and, 

subsequently, work for the good friendly neighborhood. So that, if the first prayer of March 2001 

was in thanksgiving for confinements in October, day of St. Francesco of Assisi, after that 

September 11
th

,  we met Jews, Christians and Muslims to pray together for peace. 

Interreligious dialogue was characterized by research, of all people, a good way to live in the 

neighborhood, a forum for communication, a model of coexistence. It is from here that have arisen 

after the first two prayers, roundtables of second quarter to get to know us, where knowledge of 

different cultures has helped us to better understand us. The festivals have enriched us and allowed 

us to know the customs and folklore of each group, the beauty of their ritual dances, spiritual 

wealth, their fine traditions, the reason for their wishes, complaints and claims. Differences that do 

not separate us, but help us to admire the values of other cultures, and enjoy more what is ours. 

We kept an open attitude in the ideological field, listening and explaining each of us when it was 

appropriate, and we are committed in the social field, defending, in concrete, human community 

"Path and Peace " when they had to open a new building in the neighborhood, which gave occasion 

to some protest signatures, we promoted a manifesto in their favor. 

Among other things, we say: 

"We want to express our full support for the Muslim community in our neighborhood and in a 

special way to the Pakistan Centre 'Camino de la Paz'." 

" The center is part of the environment of our neighborhood  from more than two (?) years and it is 

always noted for his work in favor of coexistence, dialogue, respect and peace. He was a pioneer to 

promote interfaith and intercultural dialogue, both with its own institutions, with secular institutions 

and Christian thought. " 

"It is organizing Member of  activities that have been developed to promote the reconciliation of 

Christians, Muslims and Jews that took place in our neighborhood the past four years and they are 

a clear reference to the tolerance established by Pakistani not only in the Raval, but also in 

Barcelona. 

And the  manifesto finished saying: 

"We will continue our efforts to ensure that the Raval district continues to be an example of 

intercultural , peaceful and enriching conviviality as he has been so far. " 
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The manifesto was signed by 35 entities, parishes, religious communities, civic associations, 

cultural and social action; schools ... 

We are walking on the road of mutual recognition and respect, which is why the prayer of the fourth 

year, as has already been said, had as its theme "The Word, bridge of convivilality" to report this 

way the commitment we would accomplish. 

 We find the truth,  the small truths while we seek to live authentically large values collected in the 

founding texts that have never missed in our prayers, texts that have been written and translated into 

the books of prayers . 

Respect, acceptance, diversity of cultures with different forms of expression, we try to live ours 

lives every day with these values. 

When there was the Madrid attack on 11
th

  March, prayer, this time, was conducted in the premises 

of the Islamic Council of Tallers street. 

We try not to let religious differences  grounds for division, but the pledge of mutual respect, 

encouragement to work together to build community-based alternatives. The same year, in July, 

convened by the municipal entity of the district, a civic act was organized for the peace and 

conviviality into the "Rambla del Raval" during the neighborhood party. 

 For the occasion, in different languages, it has been declared: 

  

"From the Raval, we want: 

   Communicate a desire: peace and friendliness are on the horizon of all. 

   Communicate some good news:  peace and friendliness each day are realities in many of our 

neighbors. 

   Communicate a decision: all of us in this world with so different worlds, we are united in one 

heart, to support peace and good conviviality. 

   In this land of meeting, men and women of different races, nations, religions and cultures, we 

unite under the "Word Peace" that best expresses our universal desire for brotherhood and at the 

same time, a very special respect from this area, people, the nation and culture of Catalonia, 

mother of the meeting. " 

 

Within the Christian community, by reading the parable of the Good Samaritan we realize that the 

reality of every day can be an encouragement to us, the discovery of the other as a brother. And the 

meeting with Jesus, whenever we have a gesture of solidarity towards each other, the reality of the 

page of Matthew can not leave us indifferent , when it says: " Truly, I say to you whenever you did 

for one of these, who are my brothers, it is to me that you did! " 

We learned to know us better and better engage in fraternal relations that seek to contribute to 

peace, stability and reducing the risk of violence, bringing elements of harmony and humanization. 

We were welcomed at Christmas, we welcomed the conclusion of Ramadan. 

We verified that mutual ignorance causes fear. Rereading Vatican II we feel encouraged when the 

Decree on Religious Liberty said: "The Council urges everyone to forget the past and to practice a 

genuine and mutual understanding, but also to promote together for the benefit of all men , moral 

justice, moral values, peace and freedom. "(Nostra Aetate, n. 2) 

Living in the Raval,  it is observe diversity, different faces, different languages, cultural expressions 

in food and clothes so varied, so it is necessary to work for tolerance, respect, acceptance and 

recognize the value of the rich diversity at the end to reach that different religious expressions can 

live together, so that the day comes when the building church and the building mosque, for 

example, are no longer strange for either one or for other. 

Toni Comin i Oliveres in the book "Cristianisme i Justícia" (Christianity and Justice), entitled 

"Autoritat mundial. Per a lideratge planetari Legitim "(World Authority. For a legitimate global 

direction). At the conclusion: "The role of religion in global leadership." Speaking of interreligious 

dialogue, he said: 

"The illustrated religions are religions that recognize the other as well as the social value in 
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themselves. They are religions in dialogue. In this sense, interfaith dialogue is the "Form" taken 

necessarily by religion when they adapt and accept the legacy that modernity has left, forever, in the 

culture of humanity. " 

"Religions in a globalized world are necessarily religions meeting. This is why interfaith dialogue is 

not only a normative need, from the desire to purify the religion in order to illustrate, but also an 

objective need, derived from trial confluences of any kind that characterize the world of today. " 

   "The real place where religions can meet and enter into dialogue with each other, is not that of the 

theoretical discussion, dogmatic or theological, but the place of the struggle for Justice and citizens' 

rights the lowest of the global city. " 

"Finally: interreligious dialogue in a globalized world is necessary, since religions are the spiritual 

engine of reforms that must be converted into a reality utopia of human rights, the utopia of 

universal and integral development of humanity of all people and of the whole person. In this sense, 

religion (in dialogue) will also be an essential component of the legitimate global leadership in the 

service of economic justice, freedom, identity and peace. " 

In all the work we are trying to accomplish and  in the meetings, "UNESCO Association for 

Interreligious Dialogue" was a prominent presence and promotion. That's why we were invited to 

participate in the Parliament of Religions, in July 2004, in the First Congress of Imams and 

Mosques of Catalonia, in  October of the same year and in the Catalan Parliament of Religions, in 

May . 

During the feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, the Association "Plural Church" during the " Fourth 

Day for respect to plurality in the Church" had established the first edition of the awards, which are 

called "Mn. Vidal i Aunós "(Father Vidal  and Aunós )" to recognize a task in the service of the 

Gospel, and also new projects or new proposals that help realize the strength of our Catalan Church, 

and also to help to deepen our faith and to live with greater radicalism of ecclesial and social 

commitment. Only in this way the company will receive the religious fact, not as something that 

claims to try and control his freedom, but as a company engaged in the humanization of the person 

and his entourage. " 

The collective award was given to the Parish Community of the Mare de Deu del Carme, "for the 

important work  of solidarity with the people of the Raval district of Barcelona and its efforts to 

promote interfaith dialogue. " 

We believe it is in the warm and fraternal relationship from day to day, in the knowledge of 

different groups with their qualities and wealth that we will continue to make our neighborhood a 

place of conviviality and a good reference of what could be dialogue between cultures and beliefs. 

When we celebrated 10 years of isolationism during the popular festivals in the district, we have an 

interfaith prayer in the auditorium of the School and there was an audiovisual ofwholes prayers, 

celebrations and round tables that we organized. 

During the recent years 2010 and 2011, Unesco has asked us to do an interfaith prayer on the Day 

for AIDS. 

Since the year 2011, interreligious group Raval has integrated social entity "Tot Raval" (All Raval). 

On the occasion of this integration was prepared for 2012  a calendar where reference was made to 

the religious festivals of all different groups that make the network of Raval. 

As we approach Christmas 2011 and 2012 we participated in the celebration of Christmas of the 

Pakistani community "Path of Peace" held in his oratory during  our celebration of the birth of Jesus 

and the birth of the founder of Pakistan Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 

If  in the last year during Ramadan, we celebrated  the end of the fast with a public celebration in 

the Rambla del Raval, this year we celebrated the Christian Easter, inviting all groups to participate. 


